
Minutes from St. James Parish Council Meeting – 2/23/2021 

 

In Attendance:  Father O’Blaney, Rose Barnas, Mike Makhlouf, Father Tizio, Melonni Shields, Helen 

Long, Bob Poling, Jeannette List, Jackie Owsinski, Deacon Tom Owsinski, Rick Eyer, Trina Siegrist, Matt 

Morgan, Marcello Medini, Betty Jean Schultz, Bill Armstrong, Deacon Ken DiPaola, Ronnie Reynolds 

 

Absent:  Michael Needelman 

 

Call to Order:  Mike Makhlouf called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Prayer Service: Father O'Blaney and Rose lead the Prayer service; Deacon Ken read the Psalms; Melonni 

the prayer intentions; Rose read the scripture. 

Minutes: January 26 meeting minutes were approved; motion made to accept 1st Marcello Medini, 2nd 

Melonni Shields. 

 
Areas of Mission 
 
Liturgy (Jackie):  

• No changes since November 

• Carmen reported the ushers are doing a good job. 

• Encouraged all to visit our website: Lenten Happenings, Suffering and St Paul, 2nd session.  
People are taking advantage of using the online offerings from our website. 

• Jeannette asked any idea when missals will be brought back at Mass; she stated some other 
parishes are using them.  The Diocese has an edict they are not to be used. 
 

R.E.C. (Marcello/Melonni): 

•  Marcello - Still looking to break up into small discussion groups. Nothing happening – project 
status quo. 

• Melonni – No Fire & Ice festival this year, as in other years – nothing happening currently.  
 
 
Social Justice-Ecumenism (Jeannette):  

• Anti-Racism initiative: Group meet on February 19 – Get to Know You!  It was determined they 
are not ready for a book study just yet.  Need to set some foundation and groundwork.  Looking 
to start sometime in March.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Council Nomination Committee Formed (Mike):  

• Nominating committee consists of those whose term expires in 2021. 
o Bill Armstrong 
o Matt Morgan 
o Helen Long 
o Jeannette List 

• Bill asked are there any restrictions with Mass limitations, how do the nominations happen?  
Could nominations be done via the church email address? 

• Deacon Tom: He could set up a page on the website to accept nominations and, we can also 
place nominating slips on the cart for those who do not have access to the internet. 

• Deacon Tom and Bill will work to build a webpage. 
 

 

 

 

Open Items  

 

Young Adults Slated for Pastoral Council (Father/Rose) 

• Rose: Now that the census is complete, we can look at young adults.  A few have been identified 

but, to date, no calls have been made.  Consensus was as soon as they accept, we would put 

them on council. 

 

Emergency Response Protocol (Rick): 

• Cathy Cruz reported we can just stick with not doing BP screenings for now during COVID and re-

assess as things change.  I do think it is a worthwhile thing to offer, we just do not always have 

the resources. 

• Beth Woods had some questions on AED training.  Cathy reported the nice thing about the AED 

is that it literally tells you step-by-step what to do with it, if you can figure out how to turn it on.  

It would be good to have a list of people who are already aware of how to use it and to have a 

training session for at least the ushers.  The health ministry and the safety committee had 

discussed training the ushers prior to lockdown.  There is a DVD training that is specific to our 

AED. 

• Beth Woods asked about the possibility of online training.  Cathy found this website with video 

training: https://www.zoll.com/contact/elearning/videos/aed-plus. 

• This will be tabled for now until we have church back open. 

 

New Parishioner Virtual Welcome (All): 

• Cards mailed. 

• Calls have been made. 

• Rick: had one bad phone number.  Bob:  found it a good experience.  Helen: overall a good 
experience.  Melonni: got no response to calls; she left voicemails.  Mike: positive experience.   

• Mike recommended if there is no welcome dinner, we do this again in May or June.  Will table 
this until May. 

https://www.zoll.com/contact/elearning/videos/aed-plus


  

SJN Meeting on “Bishops are Saying” Column (Mike): 

• Father will give Mike a call to discuss; no meeting date has been set. 

• Father asked Betty Jean to be a facilitator – she accepted. 

• Father is still making phone calls. 

 

Charity Litmus Test (Finance Committee): 

• Rose:  Finance committee developed an outline and need to put some finishing touches to it. 

• Will present at the March meeting and council will get a copy.   

• Very professional 

• Question was asked if it will be binding – that will be up to Father. 

 

Census Update (Rose): 

• Now completed.  Removed households for several reasons: 

o Moved out of the area. 

o Joined another parish. 

o Indicated they are no longer members of St. James. 

• Households were given three chances to respond to the census.  Those who did not respond 

after three time have been removed from our parish data.  It is very easy to reinstate them! 

• Looking at the comments, we have gained very rich information. 

• This cleanup has enabled us to use Evangelus as our primary communication tool (email; text; 

Facebook; Twitter). 

• We are working on a reopening plan so we are not caught off guard; we can act as soon as 

possible. 

 

 

 

New Business 

 

Evangelus (Mike) – What is it and where to go with it? 

• Deacon Tom gave a brief overview of what Evangelus is and what it can do. 

• Allows us to send one communication via multiple media tools (Email; Text; Website; MyParish 

App; Facebook). 

• Parishioners can designate the method they prefer to receive communications from St. James. 

• This allows us to get statistics to see who opens emails. 

• Jackie stated she will use Evangelus eventually to communicate with the Music ministry group. 

• Will also be used for Eucharistic Ministers. 

• Mike asked if he should start using to communication with Parish Council – Yes! 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: - None 



Pastor's comments:  

Father O’Blaney very happy with the work being done. 

Additional Comments: 

• Rose summarized the parish financials, and the report will be shared with the church. 

• DAC In-Pew ‘giving’ will take place the weekend of March 6/7.  Speakers will talk about the 

envelopes being at the door for pickup as they leave the church.  The 2021 Goal is $114,910.   

• Matt – do we have statics on how people donate; Rose will work with Mel to get the 2019-2020 

data. 

Deacon Ken offered the closing prayer. 

Next meeting:  March 23rd @ 7:00 PM, Zoom and Room 104. 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  Trina Siegrist 


